CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  29th  OCTOBER 2009.
Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Simon Falla : Vice Chair

.
Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr Tim Harker




Cllr Becki Withers



Cllr Douglas Micklethwait 


David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :WC Cllr Charles Howard to Item 6 : SPC John Wilding & PCSO Philippa Royston to Item 5                              
ITEM 1 :  APOLOGIES :  There were none.
ITEM 2 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES 
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 17th September 09 was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.
ITEM 4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING ON 6th AUGUST 09
4.1
Item 7.4 :  Financial Governance & Audit  - 2009/10 :   The Chair recorded that the approved Audit Plan was sent to the Internal Auditor on 24th September under cover of  a letter he had approved with advice that the accounts are available for mid-year inspection.  There had been no response/requirement to date.
ITEM 5 :   POLICE MATTERS

The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow full exchange with the Police officers present

5.1
After a brief general discussion, the meeting reconvened.  The report of a local incident, since the last meeting, was received with interest and it was noted that the vacancy, following the posting of PC Wilkins, was still unfilled.  The Chair then thanked the two Police representatives for making the time to attend.

  ITEM 6   :  TIDWORTH AREA BOARD MATTERS.
The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow full exchange with W.C. Cllr Howard
6.1      Following a general discussion which included a report on the latest steps in the streamlining of the Unitary Council to achieve programmed savings, the meeting reconvened. The Chair noted that the next Area Board meeting was scheduled for 16 November and asked for others to accompany him.
ITEM 7   :   FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE & AUDIT – OUTCOME OF 2008/09 AUDIT

The Chair noted that the Audit Return for year ending 31st March 2009 had been received from MAZARS – fully signed off : i.e. with no matters of concern and no matters to be drawn to the attention of the Council.   The Clerk/RFO recorded that a copy of the Audit Return and ‘Notice of Conclusion and Right to Inspect Annual Return’ had been displayed on the Council Notice Board from 19 September to 23 October, exceeding the official minimum, and that the original of the Audit Return was provided for inspection.
ITEM 8 :  FINANCE :  TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE
8.1
£33.64 to ‘Sweeperhire’:  purchase of Qty 3 ‘litter pickers’ : spend from grant as agreed at September Meeting. Proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
8.2
£200.00 to KGPF : Grant in aid to Management Committee.   Discussed  against background of Item 9.  Then proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.
8.3
£40.00 to Chute Parochial Church Cttee – grant in-aid of graveyard maintenance   Proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
8.4
£138.00 to MAZARS – Audit fees for FY 2008/09 accounts.  Proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Withers, and agreed by all.
ITEM 9   :    KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Clerk/RFO’s note :  The Chair introduced this Item by reminding all present that decisions affecting the KGPF, and specifically the operation of the Management Committee, would only take effect if also so resolved by Chute Forest Parish Council.  The Councils’ Clerks and Chairmen had liaised extensively ( also with the Chair of the Committee) to produce proposals which might be mutually acceptable.  However corporate decisions were now required to enable the matters on the agenda to move ahead: he then led an extensive discussion of the background to the specific actions scheduled/ proposed on the agenda.
9.1      To agree new constitution for KGPF Management Committee.   The Chair introduced the document provided with the agenda and noted that  Chair to KGPF Management Committee had contributed to the drafting process.  It was agreed by all that this version was acceptable except that the extant £500 limit on delegated authority must be ‘re-instated’, also that some redrafting of para 6b should be made to provide essential clarification. Subject to these changes, the constitution presented was unanimously agreed : Vice - chair to take the lead in drafting the precise choice of words with full participation in the next few days.    (Clerk’s note : wording of amendments proposed by vice-chair and agreed by all without dispute on 30th October). 
9.2     to note confirmation of development rights and agree to exercise these.     The Chair noted that 

W.C.  had supported their intention to locate a 40 ft ISO Container at KGPF, to provide secure storage facilities, within their ‘development rights’ as a Local Authority.  Since the location actually fell within Chute Forest Parish it was agreed that, with Chute Parish Council support, formal action to record the decision now fell to Chute Forest PC.  Action :  Chute Forest Parish Council
9.3 to approve purchase of ISO Container to provide secure storage at KGPF.
9.3.1
The Chair recapitulated noting that both Parish Councils had agreed this procurement in principle. The sole obstacle to authorisation of the expenditure (sought under the terms of the extant constitution) was availability of a strategic plan/budget by the Management Committee to establish the financial position of the KGPF fund. The decision to respond to the request for this authority had therefore been postponed.  

9.3.2
The Chair then advised that in early October the Chair to KGPF Cttee provided an assurance to the Chairman of both Parish Councils that the proposed spend could be accommodated on a positive cash flow basis within KGPF funds and without risk to ability to meet unavoidable commitments.  Immediately following this assurance, he believed that he was free to proceed and did so at a cost of £1362.75 (VAT incl).  This action had apparently been based on a misunderstanding of the strict procedures/rules under which Parish Councils must operate to discharge their responsibilities to the community and do so, in law, on a corporate basis. In particular that the Chairmen cannot authorise without democratic vote by Councillors.
9.3.3
  Subsequent discussion registered a high level of dissatisfaction with the situation and of disquiet over the potential for indirect pressure on levels of local taxation by a single interest body within the community. However two material issues were given due weight,  the financial assurances provided to both Parish Council Chairmen and the imminent introduction of the new Constitution.  On this basis endorsement of the KGPF Committee decision to purchase the ISO Container for a sum of £1362.75 (VAT incl) was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all. 
9.4   to agree administrative arrangements for ISO Container Secure Storage unit.    The Clerk noted  that the ISO Container/secure storage unit would be formally recorded in the Parish Councils’ joint asset register and the shared value included in their 2009/10 Accounts Statements once CFPC had similarly endorsed the procurement action. An updated statement of the assets would then be supplied to the Management Committee.  He also advised that he and Clerk to CFPC had agreed that we should not delay in seeking insurance cover for the ISO Container -  he had therefore written to ask the insurers to do so : N.B. At VAT Excl value.    This was accepted by all. 

9.5    to determine if KGPF report and accounts for 2008/09 should yet be accepted.   The Chair referred to Item 11.4 of the 17th September Minutes and advised that advice on the outcome of the audit of the 2008/09 was still awaited by both Councils.
9.6
to review ROSPA report.    The Chair advised that the 20090 ROSPA report was still awaited.
9.7 to determine when required budget for KGPF is to be presented to Councils.   

9.7.1
The Chair advised that the forward plan and associated budget was still awaited by both Councils and that CFPC had stipulated that it should be presented at their next meeting on 19th November 2009. It was emphasised by all that no further significant commitments should be entered into by the Management Committee before this data had been reviewed and accepted by both Councils. Chair to advise M.C.
9.7.2
The Chair noted that the working arrangements to achieve adequate joint liaison between KGPF MC and the two Parish Councils would have to be improved. Informal non-executive liaison meetings between the Chair of the M.C. and the two Council Chairmen (and their Clerks/RFOs) to produce a  common position on any given subject/proposal for presentation to the respective Councils for consideration/ agreement seemed to represent the best approach.  This was agreed by all.
10 ITEM 12 :     PLANNING APPLICATIONS
10.1     to decide on response to planning application E/09/1275/LBC – 3 Tolleys Cottages    The Clerk noted that the application details had been provided to members by e-mail on 15 October.  On a proposal by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk, it was agreed by all that no objection should be made to this application

10.2   to note and confirm all received and/or processed since last meeting.   The Clerk advised of those which, passed without objection, had been approved by W.C. since the last meeting.  Due note was made of the Tree Replacement Orders which had been issued relating to ‘Land adjacent to Chute Forest Cottage, Chute Cadley’ : n.b. Application E/09/1030/TCA. 
11.
REPORT ON PARISH STEWARD WORK ON 5th OCTOBER.     

11.1   The detail of jobs completed was provided to members.  Since there were no adverse comments the Clerk to submit a ‘satisfactory’ response.

ITEM 12 :    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1
Footpath Chute 13 – Condition   Cllr Micklethwait asked if there had been any feed-back from the W.C Right of Way Warden on this subject.  The Clerk advised not but would follow up again.
12.2
Closure: The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 3rd December 2009 and, there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.20.
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